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About the Program

The Melaleuca Volunteer Caretaker Program provides opportunities for volunteers to spend extended periods at this remote part of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area while satisfying a Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) aim to provide high quality visitor servicing at Melaleuca over the summer period (Nov ’16  – end of April 2017).

Volunteer Caretakers will provide basic visitor information services, carry out minor maintenance and assist with coordination of other PWS activities in the area over the summer.  
Further details of the program are attached.

About Melaleuca

Melaleuca was originally settled as a tin mining community in the middle of last century and remains the only permanent settlement in the remote and rugged South West corner of Tasmania.  While some mining continues in the area visitors to Melaleuca today are generally attracted by its natural and recreational values.  Melaleuca provides access to the South Coast, Port Davey and South West Cape walking tracks as well as a network of sheltered waterways accessed by recreational boaters and commercial fishers.

The settlement at Melaleuca includes a gravel airstrip accessible to 6 seater light aircraft and helicopters, 2 walkers’ huts open to the public, a Parks and Wildlife Service staff quarters, two private residences, various other small buildings and basic campsites.

All visitors to Melaleuca, including PWS staff and volunteers, must be equipped to be self sufficient for the duration of their stay in a remote area without power and normal facilities and where weather dictates much of the day to day activities including flights in and out of the private airstrip.  

Management of the area is covered by the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area Management Plan 1999,  (Currently being reviewed – with comment from visitors and interest groups welcome – keep an eye on the PWS website) the Melaleuca–Port Davey Area Plan 2003 (both available from PWS and Service Tasmania) and the Melaleuca VSS Site Plan 2003 (not published).

What PWS Provide

Flight in and out of Melaleuca (or at least one way) 

Accommodation in the PWS Quarters on site 

(you may share accommodation with Rangers and possibly with orange Bellied Parrot staff or volunteers). Be prepared for a rather busy shared living situation. 
Accommodation has fully equipment kitchen, basic shower facilities & outside toilet

Site Inductions and safety briefings 

Personal protective equipment for particular jobs 

(you will need to provide steel toed boots and personal clothing for all weather )

Natural and cultural heritage information and books 

Safety equipment; sat phone, VHF base and mobile, first aid both base and mobile etc  

Volunteers will provide:

All food for duration of stay at Melaleuca; and

Outdoor clothing appropriate to spending an extended period at Melaleuca in summer
Work clothing incl. sturdy working boots

Current medical information relevant to this remote station & emergency contacts

At least one person in the pair needs to have a current Ist Aid Certificate

Induction/Training

Successful applicants will be required to be in communication with Pip Gowen regarding preparation and paperwork /  attend a ½ day induction session with Senior Ranger in Huonville or Hobart  prior to departure.  
In addition PWS will ensure that there is an onsite induction  at Melaleuca with outgoing Caretakers and or PWS Ranger.
Accommodation

Volunteers will be accommodated in the PWS staff quarters at Melaleuca. Although as a lot of other people use the accommodation ie PWS staff or Orange Bellied Parrot Volunteers, we advise it is good to bring your own tent as a backup.  PWS Volunteers are designated a bedroom however with a lot of people sharing the kitchen it can be noisy until late in the evening.
Getting Involved

If you are interested in taking part in the Melaleuca Volunteer Caretaker Program this summer we ask you to complete the Application Form attached to this information package.  Please be aware that completion of the application form does not guarantee a place on the program.  

Applications for this program will be accepted from people (Minimum 2 or 1 under some circumstances.) and will close on Wednesday 21 September 2016.  Applicants will be notified of the success or otherwise of their application by Friday 30 September 2016.  

Please note Pip is on leave until Thurs 22 September 2016

So if in filling out the application you have any questions contact Ranger in Charge

Ian Marmion

 E: ian.marmion@parks.tas.gov.au
If you are not selected to be part of the Melaleuca Volunteer Caretaker Program this year but are interested in other volunteer opportunities, please contact PWS

Volunteer Facilitator (South) Pip Gowen, after Thurs 22 September on  

M: 0427 648463           E: pip.gowen@parks.tas.gov.au
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Dates 

November  – End of April  – Minimum 1 Month  placements
Volunteers may nominate a preferred period for their stay at Melaleuca.

Location
Melaleuca Visitor Services Site

Applications

Applications (using the attached form) will accepted by emailing to:

 (feel free to incl. a CV if you have one)
Pip Gowen
Regional Volunteer Facilitator (South)

Parks and Wildlife Service

E:  pip.gowen@parks.tas.gov.au 
By Wednesday 21 September 2016
Volunteer Duties

Duties of Melaleuca Volunteer Caretakers will include:

1. Provide a visitor information service: meet and greet visitors
2. Carry out minor Melaleuca VSS maintenance (eg toilets, painting, weeding etc)
3. Manage and coordinate use of staff quarters
4. Work collaboratively with both Par Avion and their Pilots, DPIPWE Orange Bellied Parrot staff, Orange Bellied Parrot volunteers, and PWS staff 

5. Monitor visitor numbers and impacts in the Melaleuca VSS and surrounding area
6. Provide communications with Huonville Field Centre on day to day operations 

7. Act as first response and communication hub in the event of emergency, and

8. Other tasks identified in “the work plan” (co-ordinated with Senior ranger Mike Garner) appropriate to the capacity of individual caretakers.

Volunteer Qualifications

The works at Melaleuca will not require specialist or trade qualifications, but general knowledge of the area, communication and practical skills.  If, however, you have specialist qualifications that you consider may be useful (eg carpenter, electrician, chainsaw operator, coxswain) please advise us on the volunteer application form.

Selection Criteria

The following criteria will be used in selecting volunteers, and should therefore be addressed when completing the Application Form.  

1. Ability to live and work in a remote location, without ‘home comforts’ for extended periods.

2. Ability to communicate well with a broad range of visitors expected at Melaleuca
Inc. shared quarters with PWS staff on duty and  the Orange Bellied Parrot Volunteers.

3. Knowledge of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area, and in particular South West National Park and the Melaleuca area – tracks, remote walking, flora and fauna.

4. Possessing a broad range of practical skills appropriate to general outdoor maintenance tasks at Melaleuca.

5. First aid qualifications. At least one person to be current
Occupational Health and Safety

The provision of a safe working environment and safe working procedures is mandatory for all works carried out by PWS.  The volunteer projects at Melaleuca will be carried out according to all current safe-working guidelines.  Volunteers will be made familiar with these procedures and will be expected to adhere to them.

Advice on Selection of Volunteers

Those selected to join the program will be advised by Friday 30 September 2016.   Please ensure that we will be able to contact you over this summer holiday period (see application form).

Parks and Wildlife Service
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Application Form

(Complete one form for each volunteer if applying individually or one form per couple if you are planning to work together on this program)

Contact Detail

Volunteer 1
Address
Home
Ph
 
Work 
Mobile

Email  
Date of Birth 
WILDCARE 2012 membership number 
Volunteer 2
Address
Home Ph

 
Work
Mobile
Email  
Date of Birth 
WILDCARE 2016 membership number
Include any other contact details so that we can reach you over the 2016/2017 summer holiday period.

Preferred Volunteer Caretaker  period at Melaleuca (minimum 1 month)

please number in the order you prefer – incl. any specific dates that affect when you are available to start or finish on that month 
December
January

February

March

April

Addressing the Selection Criteria (expand if you want on an electronic version)
1. Provide a brief summary of your experience living and/or working in remote locations.

2. Provide evidence of your ability to communicate with the broad range of visitors 

      expected at Melaleuca.

3.  What experience and/or knowledge do you have of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area?  Have you visited the Melaleuca area? Knowledge of Flora and fauna, tracks and remote walking.
4.  What practical skills do you possess that would suit you to a wide range of maintenance tasks at Melaleuca?

5.   First Aid Qualifications.  Please Attach Copies

6. Other qualifications.  Use another sheet to detail any other qualifications that you think may suit you to a volunteer role at Melaleuca.

By completing this form I agree to be available for an induction/training sessions ( if you are from interstate please contact me )
Signed 1. __________________________________          Date _________________

Signed  2 __________________________________          Date _________________
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